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The Best New Books
An ode to life’s little enchantments, a true tale  
of female friendship, and warm wisdom on loss

E d i t e d  b y  S A N D R A  S O B I E R A J  W E S T F A L L

Ann Patchett
These Precious Days 

E S S AY S
The bestselling author of The Dutch House reflects on 
topics ranging from the wildly colorful characters she 

grew up with to her husband’s addiction to flying 
planes and her own devotion to Snoopy. With insight, 

compassion and effortless humor, Patchett reveals  
in this collection not only the mind of a writer and  
the evolution of her career but the person she is as  

well: generous in spirit, animated by a positive 
outlook and someone who obviously relishes life.

Lucy Jago
A Net for Small 

Fishes 
NOV E L

A struggling widow  
in 17th-century  

London uses her  
talent as a seamstress 
to befriend the bride 

of a brutish, impotent 
earl. To liberate her,  

the pair devise a 
scheme involving 
potions and illegal 
magic that ends in 

tragedy. This true story 
of female defiance and 
loyalty is enthralling 

and moving. 

Ethan Joella
A Little Hope

NOV E L
This soft-spoken 

debut is a surprising 
page-turner, as your 
hopes for the cast of 
beleaguered small-

town characters build 
and burn bright. 
Its calm wisdom 

about bearing the 
toughest losses—

sometimes lightened 
by unexpected 

gifts—makes this 
novel a comforting 

companion for 
difficult times. 

C o n t r i b u t o r s  B O O K S  R O B I N  M I C H E L I  a n d  M A R I O N  W I N I K

New in Nonfiction
Rax King

Tacky
These sharp, deeply 
insightful and laugh-

out-loud medita-
tions on modern 

Americana, from the 
Cheesecake Factory 
to Jersey Shore, add 
up to pop-culture 

anthropology.

Bob Spitz
Led Zeppelin

In this authoritative, 
unsparing history 

of the biggest  
rock group of the 

1970s, Spitz 
delivers inside 

details and analysis 
with his well-known 
gift for storytelling.

Brian 
Baumgartner and 

Ben Silverman
Welcome to  

Dunder Mifflin
Cast interviews, 

behind-the-scenes 
photos and inside 

jokes transport fans 
of The Office right 

back to Scranton, Pa.

31
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of the

week
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